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4 R G U M E 


The Siſter Arts, Poetry, Painting, and Mufic, complain to Britan- 
nia, of being neglected by'the Britons. Britannia 7 unwilling the 

_ Polite Arts ſhould decay, yet unable to direct them i in the Choice 
of a Patron; adviſes their ſoliciting the Aſſiſtance of Apollo. This 
is done while he is celebrating with the Mies, the Praiſe of 
Jupiter. He directs them to addreſs the Throne of Britain, in- 
timating, that his Britannic MA JESTY, as a Lover and Ad- 
mirer of the Polite Arts, will encourage and protect them. 


Dramatis Perſonæ. 


APOLLO. 

MERCURY. 
BRITANNIA. 8 
POETRY. „ 
PAINTING. | 
MUSIC. 

The MUSES. 
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CHOICE of APOLLO. 


Britannia, ſeated on a Ti krone, on the Banks of the River TRE 
„ E CITATIV E, Accompanied. 


B R 1 T AN N 1 A. 8 
MMORTAL Jove ! from yon bleſs'd Seat above, 


Look down, and crown me with ſupernal Love! 
Grant that my Sons in Art, as Arms, may riſe, 
And fill cach diſtant N ation with Surpriſe, _ 


A 1 


Now War and Tumult ceaſe, 
In Britain's happy Land, 
0 ] may the Arts encreaſe, 
Aid Science bear command: 
May Commerce's felling Tide, 
Tranſport her Riches here; 
| May Greatneſs free from Pride, 
In evry Place appear. 


RE T ATIV E. 
Ah! what : are theſe, that hither bend their Way ? 


To (Enter the Sifter Arts J 
Such Viſitants as you, I ſeldom ſee ! 
. = 


CHORUS 


De CHOICE ff APOLLO. 
CHORUS of the Siſter Arts, and their Followers. 
Hail Britannia! hail to thee ! | 
Great Patroneſs of Liberty! 


Behold ! Behold ! before thy Shrine, 
We here zmplore thy Ad divine. 


RECITATIVE. 


F ANKIA 


Daughters of Science, I with Pleaſure grant, 

Be what it will that you ſubmit to afk. 

Soon, ſoon declare, nor keep me in Suſpenſe; 

My Boſom beats with Extacy divine, 

To know che Cauſe that makes me now ſo bleſt. 


A I ©; 

| P O E . 
O ſay! where is Protecti on flown, 
Why muſt we NOW regardleſs he ? 


Will no kind Friend our Labours own, 
Maſt Art and Science Jonk and die 5 


| PAINTING. 
Dißſpire thy Sons to gain Applauſe, : 
And raiſe the Arts in Britain's Land 
O thou Supreme ! ſupport our Cauſe, 
And make them own your wake Command. 


„„ 1M vs cc | 
Protect us while we raiſe a Throw, 
Shall fill the World with glad $ urpriſe ; ; 
Soon, ſoon, ſhall diſtant Cities own, | 


Here Arts and Science beſt can riſe TT. 
8 | R E CI- 


The CHOICE ff APOLLO. 7 
RE CITATI VR 


BRITANNIA, 


I grieve to think, that you ſhould ever want, 
A kind Protection for your great Deſigns, | 
Nor do I know on whom to lay the Charge. 
But if I may preſume to give Advice, 
Quick to Parnaſſus Summit bend ous Way : 

There ſupplicate . 


Vo 


To 8 your humble Suit addreſs, 
Nor dread to know your Fate; 
For diſtant Nations all confeſs, 

He loves the Good and Great : 
In him the Arts and Learning ſhine, 
And. more than Mortals know, 

All Science and all Art divine, 
Jo him alone we owe, | 


- "a BA 


pas 


0 Godde eſs, we with Pleaſure hear 

The hind Advice you give; 

0 Goddeſs, ase with Pleaſure hear, 
And thankfully receive. 


RECITATIVE. 
BRITANNIA. 


« The Siſter Muſes fir d with heav' nly Love, | 
0 Wil tune their Harps and charm the Bleſt above.” 


B 2 Te ARI E I. 


8 The CHOICE „ APOLLO, 


ARIET. 


00 Harmonious Voices and ſeraphic Strains, 
5 Melt in fweet Preludes round the bleſt Domains.” 


RECITATIVE. 


: Such Charms as theſe will draw Apollo down, 
| 5 227 grant your Suit, and all your Wiſhes crown. 


AI . 
PAINTING. 


Long may your Sons, with Freedom creun 'd, 
Be bleſt as much as Mortals may; 

Far may their Fame be ſpread around, 
Aud di Hani Nations Homage pay. 


M Yes 1 C. 
May Peace and Plenty gayly ſmile,?. 3 


To animate each free-born Son; 
And bleſs Britannia's ſov'reign Iſle, 
Tull boary Time his Courſe has run, 


De Muss ſeated on Mount Parnallie,. fmging. and 22 
Mercury attending. 


CHORUS. 


_ 5 1 Jove, to thee we raiſe, 

. |  #With Joy our greatful Songs of Praiſe! 

[ „„ : We ſee eternal Goodneſs ſhine, . 

| And taſte the Sweets of Love divine: 
May ſi thou be praisd from Pole to Pole, 
With ney 1 Ee of Soul. 


RECITAT IV E. 


MERCURY. 


Behold ! behold! he God of Day deſcend ! 
The. Source of Science, and the Mulſe's Friend. 


Apollo 4 de ends in the Chariot of the Sun. 


AIR. 


Ar 


* You that tuneful Numbers love, 


Daughters of Immortal Jove; 

Welcome are your 5 ongs of Praiſe, 
Which to Heav'n's high Throne you raiſe ; ; 
Quickly tune the vocal Shell, 

Let your dulcet Muſic fooell ; 

Peace and Plenty come along, 


- Join Fe: e Song. 


Al R. 
MERCURY. 
Fame, your fprightly T; rumpet ſound, 


Gentle Echos quick rebound ; 


Let each Hill and Valley fing, 

Praiſes to our mighty King : | 
Puickly tune the vocal Shell, 

Let your dulcet, SWO. > 


Enter the Si er An. ) 


The CHO 10 E of APO LL. O0. 9 


This and the following Siena, are taken with little Alteration from an Ode 
| e by the Author in 24 Year 1755. 
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The CHOICE APOLLO. 
RECITATIVE. 


POE YT R V. 


Hail, great b God of Aris RY 


To thee we upplicate, to thee we ſue.—— 


_ Behold, behold the Siſter Arts diſmay'd, 
With dread Submiſſion, aſk POT! Aid, 


AIR. 
POET RV. 
| Let aur Complaints your Fig move, 

In deep Diſtreſs we ſue; 

Let our Complaints your Pity move, 
We have no Friend but you : 

A Patron grant in Britain's I/{e, 

Who will the Arts protect, | 

With Pleaſure on our Labours ſmile, 
Nor treat us ' with Neglect. 


R E C IT ATIVE. 
APD LO - 


No more, no more your Wants ſhall be reliev d: 
I feel Four de is your Friend. | 


A 1 N. 


| Welcome Nature's Darlings here, 

Baniſh Sorrow, baniſh Fear; 

A Patron will ſupport your Cauſe, 
. And give to other Nations Laws. 


R E CI- 


The CHOICE f APOLLO. 


RECITATIVE. 


Hear then Apollo's Choice to make) you bleſt. 
« Prefer your Wiſhes to the Throne with Speed, 
« Nor will the Queen difdain to intercede: 
Great Britain ſhall, as much as Mortals may, 
Oer Art Pes and over Science A 


R E c I TA T I'V E. 
Por T R v. | 
Thanks to Apollo for this kind Advice, 
an . with Joy w well execute. 
RE CIT A T I v E. 


AOL L o. 


Ere you return, with us your Voices raiſe, 
To England 8 Welfare and to England's ray 
e And join his Praiſe with her's who is ſerene, 


„ Queen of the land, that's of wv {lands Queen.” 


SEMI- CH ORUS. 


 Foy-Inſpirers quick advance, | 

Foin the jocund Song and Dance : 
Mirth and Muſic haſte away, 
And celebrate this Holyday. 


11 


AIR. 


12 


The CHOICE V APOLLO. 


AIR. 


Ar O1 1 0. 


NM more the Sound of hoſtile Arms, 


Shall rend the Skies with dread Alarms, 
Proud France ſhall own his juſt Command, 
And pay Obedience to bis Land: 


; Stoeet Peace ſhall bleſs his future Reign, 
And wear her Olive Crown again, 


FULL CHORUS. 


Through all the diſtant Realms around, 
Let gay Feſtivity be found. 
And let each joyful Briton fing, 

Loud Jos 4 God fave the * 


